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educational systems. Method: A systematic literature search was conducted across
databases including PubMed, Scopus, ScienceDirect, Springer, and Google Scholar
using keywords related to education, global citizenship, sustainability, and curriculum.
Peer-reviewed studies in English addressing theoretical frameworks, pedagogical
models, and policy applications of GCE were included. Grey literature and non-GCE-
specific studies were excluded. Results: The results indicate that GCE enables the
development of civic literacy, sustainability, intercultural competence, and ethical
awareness. Such themes as political and social participation, environmental
responsibility, and curriculum integration should be considered key. Some of the
challenges cited are inconsistent frameworks, less training of educators and inequality
of access to digital tools. There are still arguments about universal and localized values
and the scalability of GCE initiatives. Conclusion: GCE demonstrates transformational
potential in the development of globally oriented citizens, but it can be supported only
through consistent policies, universal pedagogy, and the strength of assessment.
Further investigation in terms of scalable, culturally relevant practice as well as inter-

Keywords: sector collaboration is suggested to increase the reach and effectiveness of GCE in
Education; global citizenship; serving the community, both in terms of flexibility and reach into various educational
sustainability; curriculum settings.

1. Introduction

In a world where there is greater interconnection and interdependence, the capacity to handle
challenges globally and make productive contributions to society is no longer a national concern.
Global citizenship education (GCE) has become an important means of promoting empathy, cross-
cultural competencies, critical thinking, and social responsibility in learners. Integrating elements of
Global Citizenship Education in core subjects able to create a responsible global citizen [1]. As global
problems become increasingly noteworthy, including the climate crisis, social and economic
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disparities, and political division, the need and applicability of the use of GCE in the education system
are more essential and urgent than ever. The main conclusion focuses on the necessity of education
systems to inculcate a universal sense of identity along with the consideration of cultural diversity,
with perspectives where the curriculum should help to enhance the knowledge of global issues and
universal values as stated in the 2021 UNESCO report [2]. The issue of global citizenship education
nowadays is more acute in connection with the growing geopolitical tensions, technological
innovations, and environmental problems. Although GCE international activism is increasingly
growing, a set of gaps in knowledge remains, including conceptual ambiguity, regional variations in
implementation, and integration into national curricula.

The purpose of this mini-review is to help better understand the changing role of education in
enhancing global citizenship within current theoretical frameworks, educational approaches, and
policy frameworks. It aims to solve discrepancies in the interpretation of GCE and its implementation,
and to evaluate the success of current methodologies in creating global citizens.

This mini-review has focused on three main aspects [2] conceptual understandings and
pedagogical intentions of GCE, [3] educational policies and the curricular adoption and [4] empirical
results and issues in order to conclude that, although the potential of GCE to develop inclusive and
connected global societies remains high, its success can be achieved only through coherent guidance,
localized practice, and long-term support of the teachers.

The current mini-review fills the knowledge gap in relation to the assessment of how educational
frameworks can be used to facilitate the development of an international mindset with emphasis on
how cultural diversity has been working together with the common global values [3]. It also seeks to
negotiate controversies, e.g, how to maintain a balance between cultural relativism and universal
norms [4]. The review considers how global values can be inculcated through education, the
contribution of cross-cultural sensitivity in global citizenship programs and the issues associated with
applying such programs in an under-resourced environment [5]. The major finding is that education
systems must promote a sense of common world identity within cultural diversity, and possible
directions in the future empirical study should benefit the design of a global citizenship
curriculum [2].

2. Methods

A comprehensive literature search was conducted using list databases, e.g., PubMed, Scopus,
ScienceDirect, Springer, Google Scholar]. Keywords such as:

("education" OR "learning" OR "teaching" OR "instruction") AND ("global citizenship" OR
"citizenship" OR "global awareness" OR "international education") AND ("sustainability" OR
"social responsibility" OR "civic engagement" OR "cultural competence") AND ("curriculum" OR
"program" OR "policy" OR "framework") AND ("development” OR "impact" OR "outcome" OR
"assessment")

Education, global citizenship, global awareness, sustainability, and curriculum were considered
to collect the related articles. Besides, various types of articles, including original research, systematic
review were considered for this mini review.

Below, we provide the inclusion and exclusion criteria for studies in this review article.

2.1 Inclusion Criteria

e Studies discussing key aspects of global citizenship education (GCE), including theoretical
frameworks, pedagogical models, curriculum design, and policy implementation.
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Studies focusing on the application of GCE in formal and non-formal educational settings, such
as primary, secondary, and higher education institutions.

Studies analysing the strengths, limitations, and potential applications of global citizenship
education in enhancing critical thinking, intercultural competence, and civic engagement.
Studies addressing challenges in GCE implementation, such as teacher preparedness, cultural
tensions, and policy-practice gaps.

Studies published in English.

2.2 Exclusion Criteria

Studies published in languages other than English were excluded to ensure consistency and
accessibility.

Studies that discussed education or related topics without explicit reference to global
citizenship education (GCE).

Studies lacking a clear focus on the strengths, limitations, or applications of GCE within
educational contexts

Grey literature (including conference abstracts, unpublished reports, theses, and non-peer-
reviewed materials) was excluded to maintain the academic quality and reliability of the
review findings.

3. Discussion and Result
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Fig. 1. Building global minds: The role of education in promoting global citizenship generated by Scopus
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3.1 Current Status of Building Global Minds: The Role of Education in Promoting Global Citizenship
based on theme Political and Social Participation

Global Citizenship Education (GCE) aims to develop the skills of the learners and knowledge that
will enable them to participate in political and social arenas, working on a global level. Democratic
values and critical thinking are placed at the forefront in current educational environments that aim
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to promote civic literacy. Although GCE has a lot of benefits, and it uses the digital medium, issues
are still present in providing equal access and seamless integration [6],[7].

GCE ascertains the significance of political and social participation, especially in youth [6].
Disengagement in politics and social activities may result in exclusion and radicalization, where GCE
is vital to promote hands-on engagement on social matters [6]. GCE is also concerned with critical
thinking, like developing the skills to analyse complex issues of the world and make reasoned
decisions [8]. In addition to that, GCE was also nurturing the values of democracy by inculcating the
knowledge of democratic norms and practices [6].

GCE has many advantages, such as increased civic literacy, a tolerance and inclusive mindset, and
the opportunity to join global concerns [8]. The ability to critically evaluate information and
participation in solving societal issues are part of the benefits that media literacy (as an element of
GCE) could offer in promoting civic engagement [7], [9].

e Enhanced Civic Knowledge and Critical Thinking: Encouraging students to approach the global

issues with empathy, critical thinking and strong moral compass [8].

e Tolerance and Inclusivity: Advancement of diversity ideologies, cultures, and social
backgrounds [8].

o Digital Citizenship: With digital communication bridging the gap between people globally, GCE
creates awareness among people on the roles and responsibilities in the digital world [7]. It
includes digital privacy, online involvement in a democratic process, and the use of digital
tools of civic engagement [10].

3.2 Current Status of Building Global Minds: The Role of Education in Promoting Global Citizenship
based on the theme of Sustainability and Environment

Sustainability and environmental responsibility are becoming prominent themes in the Global
Citizenship Education (GCE) arena, and help the learners prepare to face the environmental issues
globally. The position of climate literacy, ethical consumption, and ecological justice in curricula is
integrated in today's developments. The Global Citizenship Education (GCE) is also instrumental in
sustainable issues and environmental responsibility through the provision of learners with the
knowledge and capabilities to overcome global ecological issues [11],[12],[13]. Recent trends in GCE
caused by the climate change crisis are introducing the aspects of climate literacy, ethical
consumption, and ecological justice into education [14].

Key Aspects of GCE in Promoting Sustainability and Environmental Responsibility:

e Integration of Sustainability Themes: GCE underlines the interrelation of social, economic,
and environmental factors [15]. This whole new approach is highly essential when it comes
to comprehending and solving complicated international issues, including climate
change [12].

e Climate Literacy: Integration of climate literacy into GCE is also useful in making students
familiar with the science of climate change, its impacts, as well as mitigation and adaptation
mechanisms [16].

e Ethical Consumption: GCE also facilitates ethical consumerism as learners are enabled to
make the right decisions on the products that they consume and how their consumption
habits affect the environment and society [17]. This is by means of knowing about the concept
of fair trade, sustainable production, and responsible waste management [19],[18].

e Ecological Justice: GCE focuses on the ecological injustice and considers the unequal
distribution of the burdens and benefits of the environment in the context of various
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communities and countries [14]. This includes deciphering how vulnerable groups are more
exposed to environmental depletion and climate change and presenting equal solutions [20].

GCE, in line with Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), highlights that sustainability
necessitates balancing the social, economic, and environmental components, amongst which
science, technology, and innovation are crucial to the accomplishment of these objectives [21].
Another factor to consider here is that organizational misdoings may also adversely affect the SDGs,
and it is essential to ensure such matters are corrected to enable sustainable development.

The relationships between health, climate and sustainability further demonstrate the significance
of GCE in stimulating environmental sustainability [22]. Through climate literacy and healthy behavior
promotion, GCE can help to protect the environment, as well as preserve the health of the public [23].

In summary, GCE is an essential instrument for ensuring sustainability and environmental
responsibility. GCE systematically integrates climate literacy, ethical consumption and ecological
justice into curricula that both impart the knowledge, preparation of skills and values needed by
learners to respond to global ecological issues and for building a more sustainable future [24].
Additional research and policy directions should be implemented to find solutions to current issues
and make sure that GCE is successfully exercised in various educational contexts [25].

3.3 Current Status of Building Global Minds: The Role of Education in Promoting Global Citizenship
based on theme Global Citizenship Education

Building Global Minds emphasizes Global Citizenship Education (GCE) as a transformative tool for
cultivating informed, empathetic, and socially responsible learners. GCE is gaining traction in the case
of education, which is making intercultural understanding and equity possible. Further developments
include the infusion of GCE within various subjects and the development of critical digital literacy.
Advantage- good civic competence and global awareness, disadvantages- lack of consistency in the
curriculum, and the readiness of the teachers. Collaborative platforms and virtual interactions are
some of the technologies that promote participation. There are arguments with regards to universal
and localised values in GCE. The challenges facing them in the current state are impact evaluation
and scalable models. Studies are to be focused on the inclusive, context-based approaches to global
citizenship in various contexts.

Global citizenship education (GCE) is becoming an increasingly popular mechanism through which
informed, empathetic, and socially responsible learners are envisioned [12],[13]. GCE facilitates
learning across diverse cultures by creating equality in education [26]. Future trends would include
the incorporation of GCE at the interdisciplinary level and developing critical digital literacy [27].
Positives involve civic strength and consciousness of the world; although obstacles do exist, which
involve a lack of uniformity in the curriculum and the readiness of teachers [28], [29]. Collaborative
platforms, virtual exchanges are technologies that facilitate engagement [30], [31]. It is argued that
the universal versus localized values debate revolves around GCE [32]. The existing gaps are impact
evaluation and the creation of scale models [28]. An inclusive and contextually adaptive approach to
a global citizen should be a focus of research in varied contexts [33], [34].

4. Conclusions
This mini review demonstrates how education plays a crucial role in both developing global
citizenship through the development of values like sustainability, social participation, intercultural

understanding, and ethical responsibility. It has been proven that Global Citizenship Education (GCE)
improves civic literacy, environmental knowledge, and the experience of learners. Nevertheless,

51



Progress in Computers and Learning
Volume 5, Issue 1 (2025) 47-54

issues still exist, and some of them are inconsistent curriculum integration, insufficient educator
training, disparity in access to digital tools, and the tension that exists between universal values and
context-specifics. Context-sensitive, scalable pedagogical models and sound assessment frameworks
need to be given precedence in future research. Advancing GCE requires cross-sector collaboration
to align policy, practice, and research, ensuring education systems effectively prepare globally
minded, socially responsible citizens.
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